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which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
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2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of.the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 
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7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
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Examiner to Check for Accuracy 
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paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 


Application No. 09/754,762 


Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Discussed the rejection of Applicant's claims over Teicher '396. The 
Examiner agreed with Applicant's representatives that the 131 Affidavit of 1/31/07 overcomes Teicher's '396 patent. 
However, the Examiner noted that Teicher's '819, published in 1998, also reads on Applicant's claims, is a full 
disclosure of the '396 patent, and qualifies as prior art under section 102 (b). As a 102 (b) reference, Applicant is 
therefore precluded from swearing behind. Applicant sent proposed amendments to the independend claims, attached 
to this interview summary. The Examiner noted that Applicant's claims are at least obvious over Teicher '81 9. The 
Examiner agreed to rescind the last final action and provide a new non-final action with the new rejection over the '819 
document as well as a rejection under 102 (0 using Exhibits C and D. The 102 (b) on-sale-bar rejection will be 
maintained in addition so as to present all issues for comment/rebuttel in the next response. 
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PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

7. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for directing a stock worker to transfer 
stock items from various storage bins to containers according to a series of orders 
requesting desired quantities of specific stock items, in which each order is divided 
into a series of pick operations, and wherein each storage bin contains an associated 
stock item, the apparatus comprising: 

at least one number display for showing a desired quantity of each stock item; 

at least one container display for showing a unique container identifier 
associated with a selected container into which each stock item is to be placed, 
wherein each container is assigned a unique identifier; 

at least two location indicators associated with the storage bins, a first location 
indicator comprising a light associated with each storage bin, and a second location 
indicator comprising a direction display; and 

a computer operably coupled to the lights, the at least one number display, the 
at least one container display, and the direction display, wherein the computer 
receives the orders for the stock items and assigns a selected container to each stock 
item, directs the at least one number display to show the desired quantity of the stock 
item in a current pick operation, directs the at least one container display to show the 
unique container identifier associated with the selected container assigned to the 
current pick operation, illuminates the light for the storage bin associated with the 
specific stock item in the current pick operation, and operates the direction display to 
indicate a direction of a storage bin associated with a subsequent pick operation; 

wherein the lights are incorporated into bin indicators associated with the 
storage bins, each bin indicator further comprising a quitting switch operably coupled 
to the computer and adapted to generate a pick complete signal . 

18. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for assembling orders for desired 
quantities of specific stock items divided into pick operations, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of storage bins, wherein each storage bin holds a specific stock 

item; 

a central conveyor; 
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a plurality of containers positioned adjacent the central conveyor for 
temporarily holding stock items picked from the storage bins, each container having a 
unique identifier assigned thereto and including a dispenser operable to discharge 
stock items onto the central conveyor; 

at least one number display for showing a desired quantity of the stock item in 
a current pick operation; 

at least one container display for showing the unique container identifier 
associated with a selected container into which the stock item of the current pick 
operation is to be placed; 

at least two location indicators associated with the storage bins, a first location 
indicator comprising a light associated with each storage bin adapted to show a 
location of the stock item required during the current pick operation, and a second 
location indicator comprising a direction display adapted to show a direction of a 
storage bin associated with a subsequent pick operation; and 

a computer operably coupled to the container dispensers, the at least one 
number display, the at least one container display, the direction display, and the lights, 
wherein the computer receives the orders for the stock items and generates the pick 
operations, assigns a selected container to each stock item, directs the at least one 
number display to show the desired quantity of the stock item in the current pick 
operation, directs the at least one container display to show the unique container 
identifier associated with the selected container assigned to the stock item in the 
current pick operation, illuminates the light for the storage bin associated with the 
specific stock item in the current pick operation, operates the direction display to 
indicate within visual proximity of the current pick operation, a direction of a storage 
bin associated with a subsequent pick operation, and controls each of the container 
dispensers associated with a complete order to discharge at substantially the same 
point along the central conveyor. 

18. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for assembling orders for desired 
quantities of specific stock items divided into pick operations, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of storage bins, wherein each storage bin holds a specific stock 

item; 

a central conveyor; 
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a plurality of containers positioned adjacent the central conveyor for 
temporarily holding stock items picked from the storage bins, each container having a 
unique identifier assigned thereto and including a dispenser operable to discharge 
stock items onto the central conveyor; 

- at least one number display for showing a desired quantity of the stock item in 
a current pick operation; 

at least one container display for showing the unique container identifier 
associated with a selected container into which the stock item of the current pick 
operation is to be placed; 

at least two location indicators associated with the storage bins, a first location 
indicator comprising a light associated with each storage bin adapted to show a 
location of the stock item required during the current pick operation, and a second 
location indicator comprising a direction display adapted to show a direction of a 
storage bin associated with a subsequent pick operation;-and 

a plurality of bin indicators associated with a subset of the plurality of storage 
bins and including the at least one number display, the at least one container display, 
and the at least two location indicators, and a quitting switch adapted to generate a 
pick complete signal; and 

a computer operably coupled to the container dispensers , th e at least one 
number display, the at least one contain e r display, the direction display, and th e lights , 
and the plurality of bin indicators wherein the computer receives the orders for the 
stock items and generates the pick operations, assigns a selected container to each 
stock item, directs the at least one number display to show the desired quantity of the 
stock item in the current pick operation, directs the at least one container display to 
show the unique container identifier associated with the selected container assigned to 
the stock item in the current pick operation, illuminates the light for the storage bin 
associated with the specific stock item in the current pick operation, operates the 
direction display to indicate within visual proximity of the current pick operation, a 
direction of a storage bin associated with a subsequent pick operation, processes the 
pick complete signal, and controls each of the container dispensers associated with a 
complete order to discharge at substantially the same point along the central 
conveyor. 
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37. (New) A system for assembling orders for a desired quantity of stock 
items divided into pick operations including a current and subsequent pick, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of storage bins, wherein each storage bin is able to hold a number . 
of stock items; 

one or more pick operation displays associated with a subset of the plurality of 
storage bins, each pick operation display including a first location indicator 
comprising a light associated with each storage bin adapted to show a location of the 
current pick operation, and a second location indicator comprising a direction display 
adapted to show a direction of a storage bin associated with the subsequent pick 
operation; and 

a computer operably coupled to the one or more location indicators, wherein 
the computer receives orders for the specific stock items and generates the pick 
operations, assigns a selected container to each stock item, illuminates the light for the 
storage bin associated with the current pick operation, and operates the direction 
display to indicate a direction of a storage bin associated with the subsequent pick 
operation; 

wherein the direction display is visibly proximate to each storage bin of the 
subset of the plurality of storage bins. , 

37. (New) A system for assembling orders for a desired quantity of stock 
items divided into pick operations including a current and subsequent pick, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of storage bins located within an aisle, wherein each storage bin is 
able to hold a number of stock items; 

one or more pick operation displays associated with a subset of the plurality of 
storage bins, each pick operation display including a first location indicator 
comprising a light associated with each storage bin adapted to show a location of the 
current pick operation, a second location indicator comprising a direction display 
adapted to show a direction of a storage bin associated with the subsequent pick 
operation, and a quitting switch adapted to generate a pick complete signal; and 

a computer operably coupled to the one or more location indicators, wherein 
the computer receives orders for the specific stock items and generates the pick 
operations, assigns a selected container to each stock item, illuminates the light for the 
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storage bin associated with the stock item in the current pick operation, operates the 
direction display to indicate a direction of a storage bin associated with the 
subsequent pick operation, and processes the pick complete signal; 

wherein the subsequent pick operation indicated by the direction display is 
located within the aisle. 

38. (New) The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising a plurality of central 
indicators, wherein each central indicator incorporates a number display, a direction 
display, and a container display, and wherein each central indicator is associated with 
the subset of the plurality of storage bins. 

39. (New) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein each central indicator further 
comprises a multi-purpose exception button operably coupled to the computer 

40. (New) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the location indicators are 
incorporated into bin indicators associated with the storage bins, each bin indicator 
further comprising a quitting switch operably coupled to the computer and adapted to 
generate a pick complete signal. 

41. (New) The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising an integrated bin 
indicator associated with each storage bin of the subset of the plurality of storage bins, 
each integrated bin indicator including the number display, the container display, and 
the light. 

42. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein the integrated bin indicator 
further comprises a direction display operably coupled to the computer, the computer 
controlling each direction display to indicate a direction of a storage bin associated 
with a subsequent pick operation. 

43. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein each integrated bin indicator 
further comprises a quitting switch operably coupled to the computer and adapted to 
generate a pick complete signal. 

44. (New) The apparatus of claim 41. wherein each integrated bin indicator 
further comprises a multi-purpose exception button operably coupled to the computer. 
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45. (New) The apparatus of claim 41, wherein a stock worker is assigned to 
the subset of the plurality of storage bins, and wherein the computer directs each stock 
worker to pick products from storage bins within the subset of the plurality of storage 
bins, 

46. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the computer may override the 
assigned subset of the plurality of storage bins to direct stock workers to storage bins 
located in heavy pick areas. 


